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To the READER. Whic| 


If thou haſt received any Satisfa- | 
tion or Benefit by this little Boot, | BO. 
lend it to thy Neighbour for bis Good, | 


A N 


ANSWER 


To all the 


EycuSESand PRETENCES 


Which Men ordinarily make for their 
| not coming to the 


|H0LY COMMUNION. 


Certain Man made 4 
great Supper, and bade 
11 many; and ſent his Ser- 
| rant at Supper-time, to ſay to 
them that were bidden, Come, 
fr all things are now ready. 
And they all with one Conſent 
Han TO MAKE EXCUSE, 
luke xiv, 16, Sc. The Deſign 
f this Parable is to repreſent 
ie Manner of God's dealing 
= A 2 with 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, Xe. n 


with the People of the Fews, | Gt 
upon their rejecting the Faith of | 2%: 
Chrift, and refuſing to embrace | {ht 
the Goſpel. The Apoſtles of | wn 
Chriſt, who were the Servants /i 
of God, were ſeat and command- | w! 
ed, in the firſt Place, to preach | ti 
the glad Tidings of the Golpel | Co 
to them, and to invite them to | M 
come and partake of that Bleſ- | the 
ſing and Happineſs, which was | tic 
offered them by God, through | the 
Faith in, and Obedience un- wi 
to his Son Chri/# Jeſus. But | Ta 
they, generally having their | cal 
Hearts wholly, in a Manner, | ma 
addicted to the Love of this it) 
World, had no Inclination to te- the 
ceive ſo pure and ſpiritual an In- | the 
ſtitution; and did not only them- | Ch 
ſelves reject, but alſo perſecuted def 
others for embracing the Chri- | Po 
tian Profeſſion ; deſpiſing and 
2 treading 


of 


'V 


In Anſwer 10 0 
treading under Foot the fon of 
God, and counting the Blood of 
the Covenant, wherewith they 
ſhould have been ſanctified, an 
unboly Thing; and even doing De- 
ſhight unt9 the Spirit of Grace, 


& CH, 


their Hearts, in order to their 
Converſion. As therefore the 
Man in this Parable, who made 
the Supper, was offended with 
thoſe, who did not come when 
they were invited, and therefore 
wholly excluded them from his 
Table, and ſent his Servant, to 
call others in their room (as you 
may find it in the latter part of 


it) ſo did Almighty God caſt off 


the People of the Jews, upon 
their Obſtinate rejecting of Feſis 
Chriſt; giving them up to be 
deftroy'd and ſcatter'd by the 
Power of the Romans ; and com- 
-A 3 manded 


3 


which would have wrought upon 


ED L Y, 
* 4 3 * - 


manded the Apoſtles to go out 
into all Parts of the World, to 
gather a Chuich, and a peculiar 


People unto him from among 


the Gentiles. But my preſent 
Aim, in reflecting upon this Pa- 
rable, lies clear another way; 
namely, to repreſent and reprove 


thoſe Excuſes and Pretences, 


which ſo many Men do make 
tor their groſs Neglect of the 
Iloly Communion of the Body and 


Hlocd of Chriſt, notwithſtanding 


that God, by the Mouth of his 


 Minitters, does fo frequently 


call, and earneſtly invite them 
_ thereunto. And indeed this Mat- 
ter is, in ſo lively a manner, re- 
preſented in the whole Deſign 
of it, that IT think it is ſcarce 
poſſible to draw a more exact 
Parallel. 5 
For here, in the firſt Place, 
| we 
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we have Almighty God making a 
Supper for us, for the feeding 2 and 
nouriſhing of our Souls in Wir 
tue and Picty, thro' the Paſſio 
and Death of our Saviour Chrit 
Jeſus, which he has appointed 
for ever to be commemorated, 


by our eating of this Bread, and 


drinking of this Cup 1n Remem- 
brance of him. To this 8 Suppe er 
we are, not once only, but often 
bidden, by the frequen t Admo- 
nitions andExhortations of God's 
Miniſters addreſſed unto us, that 
we ſhould come and be Partakers 
of this Holy Communion: and 
as the Gueſts, who were e 
in this Parable had tramed { LOINC 
weak and mpe rtinent Excuſes 


for their not coming; One had 
bought a Piece of Ground, ano- 
ther five Joa of Oxen, and a 
third had married a Wife, none 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
of which Things needed to have 
hindered them from accepting 
of the good Man's Kindneſs; juſ 
ſo we, when tiom Month to 
Month, and from Year to Year, 
we continually turn our Backs 


upon God's Holy Table, have 


vet ſome ſort of Pretences, where- 


with we endeavour to ſatisfy our 


Conſciences, and to excuſe this 


croſs and ſcandalous Neglect, of 
which we are guilty. 


That our Saviour Christ Je. 
ſus died for our Sins; that it is 


only for the ſake of his Merits 
and Sufferings, that we can hope 


for Pardon and eternal Life at 


tbe Hand of God; that before 


his Death, he left this Com- 


mand with all that ſhould be 
call'd by his Name, that they 
ſhould cat of this Bread, and 


drink of this 2 in Remem- 


brance 


for th 
Part © 


_ 


[ fn Anſwer 10 all Excuſes, &c. 


end laſtly, that this Ordinance 


and Blood of Chrz/t; or in other 
Terms, the Means whereby we 


fred, and in the Merits of that 
Death and Paſſion which he un- 


bedding of his Blood for us; 


ering hereof, if duly per form- 
e, is not only our Duty, but 
ul a great Advantage and Be- 
ent unto us: all theſe Things, 
ly, are O univerſally owned 


5 all who profeſs Chriſtianity, 


br the proof of them, or any 


ly, 


trance of him; whereby we 
me oblig'd to ſhew forth his 


Death until his ſecond coming; 


b the Communion of the Body 


o communicate in the Benefits 
af chat Sacrifice which Criſt of- 


trwent in his Body, and by the 


md conſequently, that the re- 


Put I need not offer any thing 
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An Anfwer to all Excuſes, &, 
ly, one would think, that when kex it 
Men, who are thus perſuaded, | oa 
do ſo often, and for fo long 1 To « 
time abſent themſelves from this ad th 
Ordinance, there muſt be ſome uderly 
inſuperable Difficulties and Ob- the 
ſtacles in their way, which are len de 
beyond their Strength or Power [Pe 
to remove; or elſe, that they |. 
would never, at the ſame time, 
both neglect their Duty, and LF: 
forego their Intereſt, And pet 
I doubt not but to make it ap- 
pear as plainly as any thing can 
be, that there is nothing which 
we can at any time pretend as 2. 
Hindrance of our coming to the 
Holy Communion, but what 
either is really, or ought to be, 
no Hindrance at all; or elſe b 
ſuch as it is in our Power, by 
that Grace and Aſſiſtance, which 
God never denies to thoſe 4 

eck 


Anſwer to al! Excuſes, SC. 
tk it, wholly to remove and 
ut out of the way. 

To come to the Matter then, 
nad that I may proceed in an 
Taderly Method, I ſhall reduce 


non, to theſe five Heads; that 
xto ſay, either, 


nd therefore dare not come; or 


mtioually engaged and taken 
N Buſineſs, "that they have 
zn Time to prepare themſelves 
ir it; or 


"| Il. Thirdly, That when they 


0 endeavour to PEEPACR them- 


2 wives, they find that th ey cannot 
by Wt as it ought to be done; or 

MV. Fourtbly, That having 
hy merly received the Commu— 


eck nion 


gd the Impediments, which 
Juen do ever alledge for their not 
aming unto the Holy Commu- 


| 
|: 
|. Firſt, That they areSinners, 
[ 


Il. Secondly, That they are ſo 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, && 


nion, they find themſelves ne. 
ver the better for it; and there. 
tore think it to no R s to 
_ again; or 
. Laſily, That they are ng 

Ra ſatisfied with the manner 
of Celebrating, Adminiſtrit Ng, 
and Receiving This Ordinance j in 
our Church, Sd therefore can- 


not join with our Congregation 4 


in it: nor is there, 1 think, any 
thing that can he urged by way 


of Excuſe for not coming to the 
Communion, but what! 


Holy 
hall fairly examine, and, I hope, 
effectually confute, A ſome 
one or other of theſe Particular 


I. Fir / then, Some Men may] 
ſay, That they are great Sin-| 


ners, and therefore upon that 


3 dare not come to tit 


Holy: Communion, for fear * 
the 


4 - — — LS 


h Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
hey ſhould be unworthy Recei- 
gers, and fo, inſtead of obtain- 
[ins any Benefit thereby, ſhould 
only Eat and drink their own 
Damnation. 
To this I anſwer, That if a 
Man lies under the Guilt of any 
zn, and does not repent of it, 
1d heartily reſolve to forſake 
and amend it; it is indeed a Pre- 
1] famption and a Sin for ſuch a 
| Perſon, whilſt he continues in 
I that State, to come to the Com- 
munion. But then I muſt tell 
him alſo, that not only his com- 
ng to the Holy Communion, 
| but even his very Prayers are an 
7] 4bomination to God, Prov. xvii, 


| Worſhip and Honour to him, 


% For what is it elſe, but a 
perfect Affront, and even a 
mocking of the divine Majeſty, 
jor a Man to make a ſhew of 


whilſt 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


whilſt at the tame time he goes 
on in a wilful Difobedience tg 
his known Commands? which 
I with were well and ſeriouſly 
conſidered by thoſe Men, who 
make no Scruple of addreſſing 
themſelves to God in Prayer, 


whilſt by reaſon of their Sins, of | 


which they have not repented, 
they dare not approach unto this 
Holy Table. 


But whatever Sins a Man has 


been guilty of in times paſt, if 

he truly repents of them, and 
heartily forſakes them for the 
time to come, God has ſo often, 


and fo plainly promis'd, in this | 


Caſe, to grant a full and free 
Pardon of them, that they can- 
not juſtly be pretended as any 
Obſtacle, which ſhould hinder 
us from approaching to him in 
any of his Ordinances, 


Since 


2 * — — — — LE 


h Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
Gince then it is in the Power 
fevery Man (at leaſt of every 


Wickedneſs has not provoked 
God wholly to withdraw his 
Grace from him) by that Grace 
nd Aſſiſtance, which God con- 


o his Sins, and amend his Life; 


ins as a Bar between him and 
he Holy Communion ; yet it is 
nainly ſuch a Bar, as is in his 
Power to remove, and therefore 
an never juſtly be pleaded as 
a Excuſe in his behalf. A 
\ But ſome Man perhaps may 
oy, that though he ſhould beg 
God's Pardon for his Sins paſt, 


| [ad fincerely reſolve to forſake 
tem; yet he fears that being 
tail, he may ſome time or other 
ſee prevail'd on by his own 


Weakneſs, 


me, who by a long Courſe of 


inually offers unto us, to repent 


ffuch a Man looks upon his 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
Weakneſs, or the Strength of 2 


Temptation, to break thoſe Re. 
ſolutions which he made, and 


return again to his Sins; and if | 


this ſhould ever be the Caſe with 
him, he doubts whether God 
would ever again admit him to 
Pardon and Reconciliation; and 

therefore he thinks it ſafer to ab- 


ſtain from the Holy Commu- 


nion, rather than to run the Ha- 


zard of being for ever excluded 


from the Hopes of Heaven. 


In anſwer to this I ſhall & 


fer theſe three Things, 


Firſt, Altho' a Man does plain-| 


ly foreſee, that hereafter he ſhall 


be moſt likely ſometimes to fall 


into ſome Sins of Frailty and 


Infirmity (ſuch as a haſty Word, 
or a ſudden and unadviſed Act. 
on) yet this ought not to hin- 


der him from coming to tit 


Holy] 


| An Anfwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


Holy Communion ; for as St. 


1 James tells us, that, In ma- 
iy things wwe fend all, Jam. 


it. 2. ſo there is not any Man 
upon the Face of the Earth, 
who can be abſolutely ſure, that 
he ſhall always hereafter keep 


himſelf free from all manner of 
Sin whatſoever, On the con- 


trary, as there 1s no Man but 
what has his ſhare, more or leſs, 
of human Infirmities, ſo is it 


noſt reaſonable to conclude, 
} that, in the Courſe of his Life, 


| theſe will ſometimes unavoida- 


bly ſurprize and betray him into 
ſome Sins. 


Againſt theſe our 
Infirmities, therefore, we muſt 


continually ſtrive, and we may 


reaſonably hope, that by God's 


\ Grace, and our own diligent 
and careful Endeavours, we may 
fiery Day more and more pre- 


B vail 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
vail againſt them: but if this 
were a good Reaſon for abſtain- 


ing from the Holy Communion, 


becauſe a Man cannot at once 
get a full and perfect Victory 
over them; I cannot ſee how, 


even the beſt of Men (who can- 
not pretend to abſolute Perfe&i- 


on) could ſafely venture to par- 
take of it; and conſequently, 


this would be the way wholly to 


lay aſide and aboliſh the very 
Ordinance itſelf, 
Secondly, But as for wilful | 
and deliberate Sins, or returning 
again into an habitual Courſe of 
Wickedneſs, there is no Man, 
but by the Grace of God, and 


his own Endeavours, may, if 


he pleaſes, for ever ſecure him- 
ſelf againſt it. For however 
God may think it fit, for our 


Trial 


* ice, 


fn A 


[Trial « 
| poſed 


firm 
n reſp 
liberate 
{|ves, 

wlll 110 


ove. 


E 


make | 
10 (11 


I able 
Nor wv 
1110 7 
reful 


km, i 


ſedfaf 


e hea 
09 wh 
nd W 


an 


[n 
greater Humility, and a farther ' d a 


Fill ng 


fn Anfeer to all Excuſes, &c. 


ved to ſome of the common 


nreſpect of all habitual or de- 
berate Sins, we may aſſure our- 
elves, that he 7s faithful, and 
mill not ſuffer us to be tempted 
owe what we are able; but 
all with the Temptation alſo 
wie a way lo eſcape, that we 


Jute us, whilſt we continue 
aeful to draw nigh unto him, 


& hearty and induſtrious in do- 
g what lies in our own Power, 
ud we need not be diſcouraged 
any fuch Fears as theſe, as 
ng as we are ſecure, that God 

ill never let us want his aftiſt- 
ace. But 


Trial of us, to leave us ſtill ex- 


bfirmities of our Nature; yet 


Jag (if it be not our own F _ 
able to bear it, 1 Cor. x. 13. 


Por will he fail to draw nigh 


km, iv. 8. Let us then but 
tedfaſtly reſolve, that we will 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &, 


But Thirdly, Let us put th 


Cale as bad as may be; That al 
ter a ſerious Repentance, and 
molt ſtedfaſt Reſolutions of 4. 


mendment, ratified and confirm. 


ed by the Reception of the Hoy. 
Communion, a Man ſhould be 


ſo far prevailed upon by th 
Temptations of the World, the 
Fleſh and the Devil, as to r. 


turn again to his former Wick] 


edneſs, in as high or a higher 


Degree than before; yet, era 


in this Caſe, we cannot concluc 


that ſuch a Perſon is for ever t 


cluded by God from all Poli 
bility of Pardon and Reconcil 
tion. There are indeed font 


11. 


Paſſages in Scripture, that d 
repreſent the Condition of {ud 
an one to be very dreadful an 
dangerous; as Heb. vi. 4, 5, i 
and chap, x, 26, 27, 2 Pet. 

Ee 20 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


20, 21. But if, on the other 


fide, we conſider how often, and 


how highly the Mercy of God 


is ſet forth and magnified, even 
towards the greateſt Sinners, up- 
on their true Repentance ; that 
be has no Pleaſure in the Death 
of the Wicked, but that the 


Wicked turn from his way and 
hve, Ezek. xxxili. 11. that he 


is long ſuffering to us ward, not 


willing that any ſhould periſh, 


but that all ſhould come to Re- 


pentance, 2 Pet. iii. 9. that bo 


eur Sins be as Scarlet, or as 


Red as Crimſon, yet God 1s rea- 
dy upon our Repentance to make 
them as white as Wool, or Snow, 
Ifai. 1, 18. from theſe and many 
ſuch Paſſages of Scripture, I 
think we may well gather, that 


if the moſt profligate and relap- 


ſed Sinner does, even after a long 


time, 
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time, come at laſt to ſuch a 
Senſe of his own Condition, ag 
thoroughly to furn from the 
Wickedneſs that he hath commit- 


ted, and to live the remainder of 


his Days in the Practice of Vir- 
tue and good Works; ; doing that 
57 


which 15 ; Jawful and right, and 


notwithſtanding all his F ailures 
yet at laſt continues and perſe- 
veres therein, that even ſuch a 

Perſon as this 4 ball ſave his Soul 


alive, Ezek. xviii. 27. Altho' at 
the ſame time it ſtands with a 


great deal of Reaſon, that the 


greater a Man's Sins have been, 


and the oftner he has relaps'd 
into them, the deeper his Sorrow 
and the more laborious his Re- 
pentance mult be, in order to 
obtain his Pardon. But fince a 
Poſſibility of Pardon there is, 


even in this Caſe itſelf, we muſt 
| not 


fn Ar 


ot m. 


Preten 
hack f. 
of Go 


| nediat 
non! 


Ane 
Impec 


Wit 


| peter 


tinual 
with 
| time 


fn Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
lat make the contrary Fear a 
Pretence for Keeping ourſelves 
ck from any of the Ordinances 
of God, and from a more im- 
mediate and 1ntimate Commu- 
mon with him. 
| And thus much for the ft 
* 


tnually engaged and taken up 
with Buſineſs, that they have not 


de Holy Communion; and 
therefore do not come to it. 


bulineſs, or unlawful; if it be 


Jannot be followed with a good 
lanſcience, 1 it muſt be dene d 
and 


II. But Salts '0 Some Men 
netend, That they are fo con- 


ume to prepare themſelves for 


To ſuch Men as theſe I an- 
| mer, That this Buſineſs which 
ey pretend, is either lawful 


mlawful Buſineſs, and ſuch as 


— — — — 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c, 
and wholly laid afide; and t 
plead this as a Reaſon for not 
coming to the Holy Commu. 
nion, is altogether to aggravate 
Inſtead of to excuſe, our Neglet: 
but if the Buſineſs be itſelf law. 
ful, and followed in a lawful 
way; if it neither contains, not 
engages us in any thing which 
is diſhoneſt, or any way con- 
trary to the Law of God; ſuch 
Buſineſs as this 1s fo far from 


unqualifying a Man, that really] 


it rather renders him the more 


fit to receive the Holy Commu- 


nion. For as Idleneſs 1s itſelf: 
Sin, and the Mother, or at lea 
the Nurſe of all manner d 
Wickedneſs, fo honeſt and law- 

ful Buſineſs is a Duty 


every Man is obliged to be di 
gent in, 1 Thefſ, iv. 11. Epb. i. 
28, And certainly the Pertor- 

OD mance 


which] 


fn Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


mance of a Man's Duty will 
never render him the leſs accep- 


| table to God, or unfit to draw 
dear unto him in this or any other 


of his Ordinances. 


But there 1s one particular ſort 
| of Buſineſs, in which ſome Men 


think that whilſt they are en- 


gg d, they cannot be well pre- 


ar d for the Holy Communion, 
and that is a Law Suit, But to 


this the very ſame Anſwer muſt 
be given that is already return- 
| & to the Pretence of Buſineſs 
in general. If a Man engages 

na Suit of Law, with a Deſign | 


b wrong or defraud another ; 
tin the Management of it he 
us recourſe to any baſe and wick- 
cd Arts or Contrivances; if, not 


| contented fairly to try the Me- 


nts of the Cauſe, he ſtrives by 


al the ways he can to caſt per- 


Eb {onal 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &, | 
ſonal Reflections upon his Adver. 


ſary; or, in a Word, if herein 


he proceeds in ſuch a way, as is | 


contrary either to Juſtice or 
Charity ; ſuch a Law Suit as this, 
I confeſs, renders a Man alto. 
gether unfit to approach unto 
God in any way whatſoever; 
not only whilſt he is engagedinit 
but alſo until he has made Ref. 
titution and Satisfaction to the 
beſt of his Power, for all the 


Wrong that he has thereby done 
unto his Neighbour. But then 


why will any Man, who pte. 
tends to Chriſtianity, engage in 
ſuch a Matter as this, which 1; 
_ contrary to common Honeſty, 


and a good Conſcience? Or | 


unadviſedly he has engaged him- 
ſelf, before he knew what he did; 
why does he not withdraw, and 


forbear to proſecute an unjul 
Cauſe | 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
Cauſe, or a juſt one in an unjuſt 
way? Why does not he make 
Satisfaction to his Neighbour, 
if he has done him any Wrong? 
And how can he think to plead 


8 that as an Excuſe for not coming 


to God's Holy Table, which it is 


in his Power to lay aſide, and 
to remedy whenever he pleaſes? 


But on the other fide, if he 
defigns no more but fairly to 


make uſe of the Law of the 
Land, and the Power of the 


Magiſtrate (who 1s ordained of 


God) either to defend or reco- 


ver what in Conſcience he is ve- 
rily perſuaded is his juſt and 


lawful Right; if in the Manage- 
ment of his Buſineſs he proceeds 
honeſtly, and without any Fraud 
or Juggle; and laſtly, if he 


bears no Malice, nor offers any 


way to vent his Spleen againſt 
C2 the 


r | 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


the Perſon of his Adverſary, but 


is always free and ready to do 
him any reaſonable Office of 


Kindneſs or Friendſhip; in ſuch 


a Law Suit as this there is no- 
thing, which is contrary to the 


Duty of a Chriſtian, nor conſe- 


quently any thing which needs be 


in the leaſt a Hindrance to his co- | 


ming to the Holy Communion, 
But fome perhaps will fay, 


That altho' there is nothing ſin- 


ful or unlawful either in the 


Buſineſs they are about, or in 


their way of managing or fol- 
lowing it; yet their Time is 


ſo wholly taken up thereby, 


that they have not Leiſure for 


the Performance of thoſe ſolemn 


and particular Devotions, which 
are neceſſary, in order to their 
due Preparation. Nay ſuch may 
be the Condition of ſome, that 
have not, it may be, ſo much as 


a Place 


An Anfwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


a Place of Retirement for their 
private Devotions (which may 


be the Caſe of many Servants 


and private Soldiers, and ſuch 
like) and how can they prepare 
themſelves as they ought, or 


how ſhall they venture to come, 


if they are not fo prepared? 
To this I anſwer, That it is a 


Miſtake which ſome well-mean- 


ing Men have entertain'd, that 
they think they muſt not ven- 
ture to receive the Holy Com- 


munion, except they lay ſo ma- 


ny Prayers, and ſpend ſo many 
Hours in Retirement and Medi- 
tation for ſome Days immedi- 


* 


ately before the Celebration of 


| it, Where a Man indeed is at 


his own Command, and Maſter 


of his own Time, he is much 


to be approved of, and com- 
mended, if upon ſuch an Oc- 
C3: canon 


* 


, fe - cs z; * C . 
ere 


Meditation, 


or the 


An Anfeer ts all Excuſes, &c. 


caſion as this he ſpends more 


Hours, than at other Times, in 


private Prayers, Reading, and 


his Lamb before he goes t9 meet 
O 


tbe Bridezroom, and cleanſe and 


adorn his Wedding Garment, 
before he comes to the Marriage 
Feaſt, But where the public 


Service of a Man's Country, 
private Neceſſities of 

himſelf or his Family do engage 
him in ſo much Buſineſs, as that 
he has not ſuch Leiſure for Re- 


tirement; if, in the midſt of his 


Affairs he ever takes Care to have 
and often 
to liſt up his Heart to him by 
private Ejaculations; and when 
he has neither Chamber nor 


God in his Thoughts, 


Cloſet, Garden nor Field to 


withdraw himſelf into, if he but 


ferioully retires into his own 


Thoughts 


that he may trim 


II 
Tha 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
| Thoughts (which a Man may : 
| doin any Place, upon his Bed  * 

zt Midnight, and even in the 
midſt of the greateſt Croud in 
the Day-time) and there enquires 
into his paſt Sins, and renews 
his Reſolutions of Amendment; 
ind if all this proceeds from an 
bneſt and well-meaning Heart, 
truly and affectionately diſpoſed 
| | to the Service of God, and the 
Practice of Piety; no doubt 4 
but it ſhall be as well accepted 1 
by God, as the more ſolemn | 
| Devotions of thoſe, who have 

better Opportunity of ſuch Per- 
| formances. 1 75 þ 

And thus much for the ſecond YT 
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III. Thirdly, Some pretend, 
That when they do endeavour  F 
to 0: 


An Anſwer 10 all Excuſes, &c, 


to prepare themfelves for the 
Holy Communion, 
not come. 


ſhall return brief and diſtin 


_ Anſwers, 


Some then doapprehend, that 

they are not fit to come, becauſe 
they are ignorant, and not well | 
grounded and inſtructed in the 


Principles of Religion. 


To this 1 anſwer, That in 
if a Man be ignorant of 


deed, 
thoſe Things, 


which are ordi- 


narily neceſſary to the Salvation 


of every Chriſtian ; it is evident. 
ly not fit that he ſhould come 
to the Holy Communion, until 
ſuch Time as he be better 1n- 


ſtructed. But ſuch Inſtruction 
as this! is ſo eaſy to be had (at 


[eatt 


they find | 


they cannot do it as it ought to | 
be done; and therefore they do | 
To the ſeveral Scry. 
ples of which Sort of Men, I | 


"An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


| leaſt among us) that it muſt be 
every Man's own Fault if he 
wants it. For how ealy is it 
for every Man, who either reads 


Led — „ 


CS K OT. 


World to judge both the Living 
e and 


the Scripture, or hears it read 


| and expounded in our Congre- 


cations, ſufficiently to learn all 


the great and neceſſary Things 


of the Chriſtian Religion? As 


for Example, That God created 
| all Things; that Jeſus Chriſt is 
| the Son of God; that he came 
into the World, and took our 
| Nature upon him, to ſuffer for 
| our Redemption; that after he 


had ſuffered, he roſe again from 


| the Dead, and aſcended into 


Heaven, where he remains for 
erer in the Glory and Majeſty 


o God, making eternal Inter- 


ceſſion for us; and that he ſhall 


come again at the End of the 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c, 
and the Dead (who ſhall at that 


Time be raiſed again) and to 
| ſentence every Man elther to 
everlaiting Happineſs, or cter- 
nal Miſery: That every Chri. 
tian is to be admitted into the 
Church by Baptiſm; that it is 
his Duty to live ſoberly, righte- 
oully, and godly, in this preſent 
World; and that it is by the 
Aan of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Who is the Giver of "ſpirit 
Lite unto us, that we are alone 
enabled to perform theſe Duties: 
And laſtly, 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, we are 
commanded to eat of that Bread, 
and drink of that Cup, which 
he has appointed, and which is 
the Communion of his Body 
and Blood; that is to ſay, the 


Means whereby we do commu- 
nicate 


that in Remembrance 


of the Death and Paſſion of our 
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ate in the Benefits of the | 
rice which he offered, and _— 
\ þ the Merits of his Paſſion, =__ 
fich he underwent in his Bo. 154 
and by the Shedding of his of 
% for our Sakes, as A have = 
ady ſaid. All this, I fay, is - : os 
jeaſy to be learnt and under- 1 
bud, that it is a great Shame 1 
+ fir any one, who lives in a 1 
ſunſian Country, to be igno- N 9 
| ft of any Part of it. And he 1 
> [hols thus far inſtructed in his +» 
felgion, and endeavours, ac- 4 
 fording to his Ability, to in- v5 
' [aſe his Knowledge of divine _ 
lings, and hereunto adds the i 
, [neſt and ſincere Practice of 
| mtheunderſtands, needs never +. 
3 [Þtar, that God will reject him þ id 
ir want of more Knowledge. 1 
far altho' we muſt, according 1 
u cur Capacity, add to our Vir- | 1 
U | | te [ 
j 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, & 


and perplex'd with Doubts ail, G 


— 


h Anſ 


tue Knowledge; yet it is n c» 
abundance of Knowledge, hy 

„ 1 
much Honeity, Charity, aq Pet. ii 


true Piety, that renders us an ha. 
ceptable and pleaſing to Gale, 


Gol 


(it ſtil 


See 1 Cor. i. 19. to the event 
Verſe of the ſecond Chapter, |... , 
Again, ſome do find thaf;,. 


_ | a 1005 ir 
Faith to be weak and waverin, .. n 


Scruples in Matters of Religia Pat 
and therefore are afraid to com gt: 
To this J anſwer, That iI the 
deed the ſtronger and firmer u i 
Man's Faith is, fo much titþ,; :. 
better; and we ought to ende 


. e An d 
vour, as much as in us lian t 
that our Faith may be enen 
built upon ſure and ſolid Pri; 7 


ciples, as well for our own Com ue: 


fort and Satisfaction, as that NH 


may be the better able, upulſfpy, 
Occaſion, to give an Anſwer u 
ever] 


ly Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
ue ane bo fall aſe us the 
en of the Hope that is in us, 
apt i. 15, But when a 


An has done what he can to 


UW-mothen and confirm his Faith, 
WE ſtill continues infirm, and 


* bak; yet if he be honeſt and 


ders in his Life and Practice, 
Bk is never the leſs acceptable 


all God for the Weakneſs of 
Faith: For Strength of Faith 


"Ent a Thing in our Power, 


1. therefore not ſo much a 


"Duty in us, as a Reward which 
2 is pleaſed to beſtow, in 
er ch a Meaſure as he thinks fit, 
pn thoſe who are ſincere and 
- ent in his Service ; and he 
1 N weak in the Faith, may 

bea very good Chriſtian, and 


W 5 0 
8 tobe received into the Church | 


e altho' he be not qua- 
d for doubtful Diſputations, 


er! 
om. 


# 3 


| Wit 4 — if - r — — fits Say, — 


if barren and unfruitful, 


my Unbelief, Mark ix. 24. 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, | 


— 


An . 


Rom. xiv. 1. As long as ay kt! 


continues to bring forth Play 
of Fruit, we are ſure it is al 


nor do we preſently cut it do 
and caſt it into the Fire, þ 


cauſe it is not altogether ol 


fixed at the Root; and ther 


fore 1t may be ſubjec to 
the Violence of tf 
Wind: And the weakeſt Fat} 
if it produces abundance of gul 
Works, ſhall be accepted 


ſhaken by 


God; when the ſtrongeſt Fat 


be rejected, and ſet at nou 
by him. See 
Whenever therefore, an hone 
and well-diſpoſed Man finds 
Faith to be any way weak u 
wavering, let him take up t 


good Man's Speech in the 6 


pel, Lord, I believe, help t! 


Fam, ii. 14, 


who 


We 
anc 
15 


ful 


li (as 
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J Anfover to all Excuſes, &c. 
Tj let him never fear but that God, 
= who is infinitely gracious and 
ll merciful, will accept of him. 


al Some, again, are afraid, that 
they do not love God as well as 


we they ought; and the Reaſon of 
hed this Fear is, becauſe they do 


o | not find in themſelves ſuch 


al warm and affectionate Motions 
at} of their Minds toward him, as 
ul they apprehend to be ſuitable 
dd his infinite Excellency and 
ul Goodneſs: And for this Reaſon 
bf they dare not venture to come. 
ound To this I anſwer, That in- 
„e deed, the more ardent and af- 
non} ſectionate our Love to God is, 
dl © much the better is that, as 
k aq well as our Faith for being ſtrong 


jp i and unſhaken; but as our Faith 


> Gf to be judged of by its Fruit- 
þ tia fulneſs, rather than its Firmneſs 
. f es I have juſt now ſhewn) ſo 


.., We 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &, 
the Holy Scripture teaches us, 


That the Love of God conſiſt 
altogether in keeping his Com. 


 mandments, 1 John v. 3. Some 


People are naturally of ſuch 1 
Temper, as more eaſily to he | 
moved with a paſſionate Affec- 
tion towards thoſe they love 


than others are; and yet other, | 
who do not find ſuch warm 
Motions within themſelves, may | 
be as ready, and as willing a 
they, to do Acts of Kindnel | 
where they profeſs a Friend- 


ſhip. Nor is the Love of the 
latter Sort ever leſs to be valued, 
becauſe it appears to be ſeated 


and fixed more in the Judgment | 
and Will, which are ſubject to 


leſs Alieragion than the Affecti- 


ons; as the true Love of a Wite | 


to her Huſband, is to be mea- 
ſured by her Readineſs to obey 


3 and 


-- 


|| An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


and pleaſe him in all Things, 
much rather than by the Fond- 
neſs which ſhe expreſſes to his 


| Perſon. If therefore a Man 


finds himſelf ſtedfaſtly reſolved, 


Occaſions to do what he com- 


ing of him before any, or all 
the Honours, Profits, or Plea- 


res of this World; he may 
afure himſelf, that he is a real 
and true Lover of God; nor 


need he abſent himſelf from the 
Holy Communion, for want of 
that Ardency and Livelineſs of 
Affection to God, which the 


| try beſt of Men perhaps do 


ner with for, than enjoy, or 
find within themſelves, 
Others there are, who fear 


D with 


with full Purpoſe of Heart to 
| cleave unto God, and upon all 


mands, ever preferring the pleaſ- 


liey are not in perfect Charity 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
with all the World: They have 


ſes, and, it may be. their Oaths, 


cven againft theſe very Men, 


come to the Holy Communion, 


* 


ſometimes had to do with Men 1 
of baſe and unjuſt Dealings, 


* qs our 
who have broken their Promi. | 


and thereby betray'd them who. 
have depended on them; or have 
otherwiſe been guilty of wicked 
and unworthy Practices. And 

altho', in Obedience to God's 
Commands, they would not do 


any thing by way of Revenge, | 


yet as often as they ſee them, or 
do but think of them, they find j 
their very Blood to riſe againk |, 
them, and cannot poſſibly ſup- 
preſs that Anger and Indignation 
which ſprings up in their Minds . 
againſt ſuch Perſons, and there- 
fore they fear that their Charity 
is defective, and ſo dare not 


To | 


| Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


To this I anſwer, That our 
(urity tow ards Man, as well 
s cur Love to God is to be 
naſured by the Purpoſes and 
heſolutions of our Will, and 
ur Actions conſequent thereto, 
nd not by the ſudden Motions 
If our Paſſions and Affections, 
nich in the Caſe above- men- 
m d, may be ſcarcely fo much 
nour Power, as wholly to be 
anquered and ſtifled by us. But 
matever paſſionate Reſentments 
y force themſelves into our 


"RY out into bitter and re- 
mchful Expreſſions, or ma- 
dus and revengeful Actions; 


15 if in ſpite of our Anger we 
17 irmly reſolve, in Obedience 


Cod's Commandments, to re- 


\linds upon ſuch Occaſions as 
tele, if we do not ſuffer them 


Good, and not Evil for 
+ Evil; 


— 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &. 
Evil; In a Word, it, as St. Pa 


directs us, when we are angry, 


we take Care, and watch qe 


ourſclves, that we /n not, Eph 


iv. 26. (which is certainly in au] 


Power, through the Grace d 


we need not fear that any ſud 
inward Motions of our Paſſion 


as we cannot wholly ſuppre 


but yet do not ſufter to break ar 
into any ſinful Words or Action 
ſhall ever be imputed to us: 
a Breach of Charity. 


Others, again, are afraid thu 


they are not forrowful enougl 


for the Sins which they har] 


committed, becauſe they do u 
find their Grief fo quick an 


pungent as they think it ougl 


to be, nor ſtrong enough even i 
much as to bring a Tear Fi 
te 


God, and our own Endeavour 


„ An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


all their Eyes; and therefore they q 
7 dare not venture to come. 
Wer To this I anſwer, That true 
pl it is, indeed, that we can never 
or] grieve too much for our Sins, 
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& whereby we have offended our c 1 
un good and gracious God; and if | al 


ud] even Rivers of Tears could run 
om down our Eyes, on this Occa- 
eh fion, they would all be but little 
or} enough. But yet, after all, our 
os} Sorrow for Sin is not to be mea- 
$8 ſured by the Paſſionateneſs of it, 
uhich is ſoon over; or the Tears 
tt} it produces, which are as ſoon 
vl dried up; but is altogether to be 
ry eſtimated by the Amendment 
IM which it cauſes in our Lives. It 
a is a never-failing Rule which St. 
hl Paul gives us to know godly Sor- 
al row by, which is, that it workethb 
roll! Repentance, 1 Cor. vii. 10. If 
Id] then a Man has fo true and ſerious 
To” a Senſe 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c, 
a Senſe of his Sins, as that it 


brings him to Repentance, that 


is to ſay, to a thorough and 
and laſting Reformation of his 
Life; this Sorrow, tho' it never 


affecis him in a paſſionate Way, 


or draws any Tears at all from 
his Eyes, yet it is certainly true 
godly Sorrow, and ſuch as ſhall 


be accepted by God, becauſe it 


worketh More, which is 


the only End for which godly 
Sorrow is either required or va- 


Jued, 
Others yet again there are, 


Who complain, that when they 


would ſet themſelves to prepare 


for the Holy Communion, they 
in a little time grow fo tired 


with the Length of thoſe Devo- 


tions which are thereunto re- 


quired, that they are not able to 


0 compa what they propos'd. 


And 


| 


ö 


| 


| 1n Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


And when they would even force 


| themſelves to continue their 


Prayers and Meditations, they 
cannot, with all their Care, 


| keep their Minds hxed and at- 


tentive upon what they are 


about; but their Thoughts will 

| unavoidably wander upon other 
Things that are idle and imper- 
| tinent, And this they appre- 


hend to be the Sin of drawing 
war to God with their Mouths, 
and honouring him with their 
Lips, when their Heart is far 


from him, Iſa. xxix. 13. and 


therefore they dare not come un- 
to his Holy Table. 


To this I anſwer, That when 


| ver we addreſs ourſelves unto 
| God in Prayer, we ought cer- 
tainly to uſe our utmoſt Endea- 
yours ſo to fix and compoſe our 
Minds, as that our Thoughts 

may 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &, | 
may not wander, and go aſtray, 
if we can poſſibly hinder them. 


And he who pretends to pray | 


with his Lips, and does not withal 


| ſtrive that his Heart and Mind | 
may be devoutly affected, is un- | 


doubtedly guilty of a great Slight 


put upon the Majeſty of God; | 


and may juſtly be taxed with 


ſome Part of that Sin which!“ 
but juſt now made mention of, | 
But when a Man has done the | 
bedſt he can to fix his Thoughts, 
and to keep his Mind from | 
wandering in Prayer; if, after 
all this, idle and impertinent 
Imaginations do againſt his Will, 


croud themſelves upon him; 
and, like Flies, tho' continually 


beaten off, yet ſtill return again, 


and moleſt him: In this Caſe he 


may well aſſure himſelf that God, | 
who is gracious and en 1 
will | 


I Anfiver to all Excuſes, &c. 
| will never impute that to him as 
| 2 Sin, which, with all his En- 


deavours, he cannot help: But 


it ſhall only be reckoned upon 


the Score of his Infirmities, 


_ againſt which, indeed, he muſt 


ever ſtrive; but, it may be, ſhall 
never be able wholly to conquer 
them as long as he lives. 

But there is one Piece of Ad- 


vice which I think very proper 
to offer unto thoſe that are in 

theſe Circumſtances; which is, 
that they ſhould comprize their 
private Devotions in as few 


Words as conveniently they can; 


| and then they will neither be * 


apt to be tired, nor their Thoughts 


to wander therein, as when they 


are drawn out to a greater 
Length. It is not much ſpeaking 
that makes our P. ayers the more 


1 acceptable to God, or the ſooner 


E heard 
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heard by him, Mat. vi. 7. And 
it is eaſy to comprehend all that 


is extraordinarily neceſſary to be 


ſaid in Prayer, in a few Words, 
The Lord's Prayer is but ſhort, 
and yet very full: and certainly 
a Form molt acceptable to God, 
The Publican's God be merci) ful 
fo me a Sinner, Luke xvill. 13. 
was as well received, coming 
from a ſincere and honeſt Heart, 
as if he had made his Confel- 
ſion in more Words. And there 
is no manner of doubt, but that 
ſhort and devout Ejaculations, 


frequently offered up to God, 


by a truly pious Soul, ſhall . 
fectually prevail at the Throne 


of Grace, when they come from 
ſuch a Perſon, as, by 
his natural Frailty and Infirm- 
ty, is not ſo well able to make 

longer Prayers. 


reaſon of 


and 
from 
iſp] 


| cont! 


nage 


Bou: 


ſervi 
Peac 
whit 
of 8 | 
2M. 
his! 


nor 


Wie 
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Again, 
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Again, Some there are who 


| are given to Mirth and Com- 
| pany-keeping ; and knowing not 


how well to become ſerious, 
and reſerved enough to be ft 


| | for the Holy Communion, and 


therefore they do not come. 


 fom being unlawful, or any way 


| difpleating to God; that, on the 
- | contrary, where it is rightly ma- 
naged, and kept within due 
| Bounds, it 1s commonly very 


ſerviceable to the promoting of 
Peace and Love 1n the World. 


Man but take /{r:& Care, that 


| his Mirth be not ſinful in itſelf, 
nor inſtrumental to promote 
| Wickedneſs in the World: Let 
him not droll upon Religion 


=2 and 


I anſwer, That a chearful 
and pleaſant Diſpoſition i is ſo far 


| which is one of the great Ends 
| of Chriſtian Religion, Let then 
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An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
and Piety, nor make a Mock at 
Sin: Let no Jeſt that is bitter 
or ſarcaſtical, or tends to the 
Diſcredit or Undervaluing of his 
Neighbour, or which is an 


way profane, filthy, or obſcene 
come forth of his Lips; nor 
let him ſhew any manner of De. 
light or Satisfaction when ſuch | 
Things are vented by other; | 
Let him abſtain from all de. 


bauched Songs or Stories, which 
ſeem to be contrived on pur- 
poſe to corrupt the World; 
and let him never promote, but 
always, as much as he can, dil- 
countenance all manner of Riot. 
ing, Drunkenneſs, Lewdnels, 
and Profaneneſs: In a word, 
let him be ſure, that his Mirth 
| betrays neither himſelf, not 


others, to any Thing which | 


contrary to Piety, Charity, o| 
Sobriey 


| 


Fn Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c, 
* | Gbriety ; and as long as he keeps 
at | himſelf within ſuch Bounds as 
er | theſe (which is plainly very poſ- 
he | ſible to everyMan who will hear- 
| tily reſolve it) he needs not fear 


NY | that a chearful and facetious Be- ir 
ne | haviour will render him ever the 1 
or | worſe Chriſtian, or the leſs fit to 'Y 
e. receive the Holy Communion. 1 


Ml And laſt of all (that I may 
S: | conclude what I have to ſay un- 
& | der this Head) Some there are, 
ch who having met with many 
= | Croſſes and Afflictions in the 


0; World, have their Minds fo diſ- 1 
u compoſed, and their Thoughts | il 
. | diſtraRted with Care, Grief, or | 4 
| Trouble, that they cannot ſettle 


o their Minds, as they think they 
G | ought for the Holy Commu- 1 
U| nion; and therefore they do not 1 
come to it. 8 

5 To this I anſwer, That if 
4 — WS any 


„ 


any Trouble or Affliction pro. 


vokes a Man to Impatience, ang | 
prevails ſo far as to make him 


murmur and repine againſt the 
Providence of God); this, indeed, 
is a Sin, and muſt, and may, as 
all other Sins, be repented of, 
as I have already {aid under the 
firſt Head of this Diſcourſe, But 
if there be no more in it than 


this, that the Croſſes and Vexa- 


tions under which a Man lies, 
do ſo diſcompoſe his Mind, as 


that he cannot keep his Thoughts 


irom wandering when he is at 


his Devotion: To this Caſe I 
have but juſt now ſpoken, and 
need not repeat what I have | 


ſaid upon it. 2 
And thus I have at laſt done 
with the third Tmpediment, 


upon which I have been forced 


the longer to dwell, becauſe of 


the 
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the many Scruples and VO”. 


ons which it affords, 


J ſhall need to ſpeak but a 
Word or two to the Fourth Im- 
ediment, which ſome Men pre- 
tend, namely, 'That having for- 
merly received the Holy Com- 


munion, they find themſelves 


never the better for it, and therc- 
fore think it to no Purpoſe to 


| come again. 


To which I anſwer, That if 


2 Man reaps no Benefit by the 
Reception of the Holy Commu- 


nion, the Fault is altogether! Iris 


own, becauſe either ke does not 


duly prepare himſelf for it, or 


elle does not receive it ſo often as 


he ſhould. Some Bodies are 10 
diſtemper'd, and Stomach vitiat- 
ed, that they turn the beſt deny 
into corrupt and evil Nourif 

ment: And if a Man of 8 


E4 moſt 
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molt healthy Conſtitution ſhould 
cat but one Meal in a Week, 
it would never keep 


the Body brought into good Or- 
der, and then let the Man eat 
lis conſtant and daily Meals, 
and he thall find both his Health 
and Strength increaſe upon him, 
And the Caſe is juſt the fame 


with this ſpiritual Food, which 
is exhibited to us in the Holy 


Sacrament. 


Whilſt the Soul 


is polluted and diſtemper'd with 


Sins unrepented of, it will cer- 


tainly rather do us Hurt than | 


Good, to receive it; and when 


Men partake of it but once in 
a Year or two, or, it may be, 
not ſo often, whatever Strength 
or Refreſhment their Souls be- 
gin to find thereby, is loſt and 

forgot 


him in 
Health and Strength; but let 


the Stomach be cleanſed, and- 


te renewed by the ſame Ordi- 
| nance. But let a Man thorough- 
y cleanſe and purge his Soul 
rom Sin, by a ſincere Repen- 


him come, as often as he can, 


to God's Holy Table; and, by 


of this Holy Sacrament, he need 
not doubt but he ſhall find him- 


nd more in Grace, becom- 
| "ng ſtill better, and better en- 
adled to reſiſt all Temptations, 


Quiet and Comfort in his Mind 


| and Conſcience. 


Impediment. 5 
come now, in the laſt Place 


n Anſiwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
forgot before it comes again to 


tance, and with an honeſt Heart 
nd Mind well prepared, let 


the frequent and conſtant Uſe 


elf continually to grow more 


ud daily find more and more 


Pg 


4 > 8 - 7 1 
e 2 8 We | 2 * 1 6 2 2 — 2 


And thus much for the fourth 


ef all, to ſpeak a Word or two 
to 
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to thoſe who are not well ſatis. 
fed with the manner of cele. 
brating the Holy Communion 
in our Church, and therefore 
will not join with our Congre. 
gations in it. 


Two Things there are, which 


are chiefly objc ted againſt us in 
this Caſe: 
Ule of 7 Ce eremonies as they 
cannot comply with; and, in 
particular, that the Holy 
munion is, amongſt us, to be 


received in the Poſture of kneel- | 
ing. And the other is, That we | 
adminiſter it to a mixed Con- 


gregation, without a ſtrict En- 
quiry into the 
all thoſe 
to it. 


who are admitted 


To the firſt of f theſe I anſwer, 


That no Man can ſay, that ei 
ther kneeling at the Holy Com- 
munion 


„That we make 


Com: 


Qualifications of 
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munion, or any other of the 
Rites or Ceremonies which we 
nle at the Celebration of it, 


are ſinful and unlawful ; becauſe 
it does not appear that God has 


| 2ny where forbid them, The 
utmoſt, then, that they can pre- 
tend, is only that they are 1m- 


proper and inconvenient. Now 


beſides that others, who may be 


2s good Judges, are of a different 


| Opinion, I would deſire to know 


whether ſuch Things as are not 


- | finful, but only improper and in- 


convenient, can be a ſufficient 


| Warrant to any Man to ſeparate 


himſelf from the Communion of 
an orthodox, eſtabliſhed Church? 
If not, then they have no juſt 
Reaſon, upon this Account, to 


| keparate from us, But if they 


be, then I would farther demand, 
which is the greateſt Inconve- 
niency, 


TT 
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niency, to kneel at the Com- | 


munion, or to make a Schiſm 


in the Church? And, of the two 


Inconveniencies, whether we 


ought not always to make Choice | 


of the leaſt ? 


To the other Objection I an- | 
ſwer, That where any Man | 
| openly appears to be wicked and 


ſcandalous in his Life and Con- 


verſation, by the Diſcipline of 
our Church, we are required to 
exclude ſuch a Perſon from the | 
_ Holy Communion, until he gives 


good Evidence of his Repentance 


and Reformation ; but where no- 
thing outwardly appears againſt | 


a Man who lives in the Profel- 


fion of the true Religion, what | 
have we to do to enquire into | 


the Secrets of his Heart, for 
which he 1s accountable only to 


God? And if our Saviour Co 
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did not exclude even Judas him- 


ſelf from the Holy Communion 
becauſe at that Time he had» 


done nothing openly; altho' 
| Chriſt well knew that he had 
made a private Agreement with 


the Chief Prieſt to betray him, 


| why ſhould we take upon us to 


be more ſtrict in this Matter? 


Or who has given us any Autho- 


rity ſo to be? 
And thus have I examined, 


and, I hope, ſufficiently anſwer- 
ed, all the Pretences which Men 
do ordinarily make for neglecting 
| the Holy Communion. I have 


but this one Thing to add, and I 


have done ; namely, that as it is a 


great Sin to receive the Holy 
Communion unworthily, that 
is to ſay, without true Repen- 
tance ; 10 certainly it is no leſs a 


din, to ſlight and neglect that 


Ordi- 
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Ordinance which Chri/? himſelf 
has expreſly appointed and com- 
manded, 


he underwent for us. Let us 
therefore take the Matter into 
our ſerious Conſideration, and, 


whilſt we are ſo very cautions to a- 


void the Danger on the one Hand, 


let us not be ſo fooliſh as to run 


ourſelves into as great a Hazard 
on the other: For as he who 
_ preſumed to come to the Nup- 
tial Feaſt, without a Vedding- 
Garment, was ſeverely punith- 
ed for his Preſumption, Mat. 
xXxii. 13. ſo they who neglected 
to come at all, and flighted the 
Invitation which was given 
them, were accounted as unwor- 
thy Perſons, and received their 
Doom accordingly, V 7, 8. 


A BRIEF 


in Remembrance of! 
that Death and Paſſion which | 


r 
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A 


BRIEF ACCOUNT 


Ofthe End and Deſign of the 


[HOLY COMMUNION, 


The OBLIGATION to receive it, 


the War to prepare for it, and 


| the Brnaviouk of ourſelves 


both at, and after it. 


N a former Diſcourſe, enti- 
| | tuled, An Anſwer to all the 

Excuſes and Pretences which 
| Men ordinarily make for their 


wt coming to the Holy Commu- 
mor; I have endeavour'd to re- 


move all thoſe Obſtacles, whe- 
| ther real, or pretended, which 


to many Men ſeem either wholly 
1 . to 
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An Anfwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
to ſtop their Way to God's Holy 


Table, or, at leaſt, to render it | 


very difficult and troubleſome to 
be paſſed. If what I have there. 


in ſaid has had any Influence up. 


on the Minds of well-meaning 


Men, ſo as to incline them ſome. 
thing more than formerly, to 
prepare themſelves for the par- 


taking of this ſacred Ordinance; 
T hope, that, what Jam now about 


to offer, may both make them | ;... 


thoroughly ſenſible of the Obli. 
gation which lies upon them 


thereto, and alſo ſ ufficiently in. 
ſtruct them in every Thing which 


is neceſſary, in the Performance 


thereof, to render them worthy | n; 


Receivers, and acceptable to Al- 
mighty God, 


Five Things there are, which 


are very neceſſary to be under- 


itood by every one who 9 


* It 
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e thoroughly inſtructed and di- 
red, in order to the receiving 
| ofthe Holy Communion ; name- 


ly, Firſt, For what End and 


Purpoſe this Ordinance was in- 


ſtituted, and appointed. Secon- 


% What Obligation lies upon 


rrery Criſtian to come and re- 
ive it. Thirdly, How often 
we, all of us, 42s to partake 


af it. Fourthly, What Prepara- 
tion is neceſſary, in order to it. 
And, Laſtly, How we ought to 
| have ourſelves, both at, and at- 
ter it: And altho' I have hinted. 
many Things in my former Di- 
| courſe above-mention'd, which 
| might | in ſome Sort ſerve for an 


Anſwer to theſe Enquiries; yet, 
becauſe what is there ſpoken, 


| which may relate to theſe Parti- 
| culars is only occaſionally touch- 


ed, and but juſt glanced at; I 
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have thought it may not be im— 


proper, a little more fully and 


methodically to handle them. 
For the clearing of the firſt Point 


propoſed, we mult call to Mind 


what the Holy Scripture fo often 
declares to us; that our Bleſſed 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt died jor us; 


that we are juſtified by bis Blood, I ca 


and ſaved from Wrath through 
him. And altho' wwe were once 
Enemies, are yet, upon our true 
Repentance, reconciled to God, 


by the Death of his Son, Rom. 
v. 8, 9, 10, and thereby put into 
a Capacity of being made eter- J: 
zally happy in the Life to come, | 
From whence it will follow, 1; 
that as, in the fir/? Place, it is the J 


Duty of every Chriſtian always 
to be thankful for, and never to 


forget, or be unmindful of ſo 
oreat a Payour and Benefit 


I vouch- 


h 4 
ach 
und. 
nere 
I Ch? 
ter of 
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That, 
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- lochfafed and offered to us; 105 
d anal y, except a Man have an 
lereſt in the Death and Paſſion 
t br, and is made a Parta- 

d I of the Merits of his Suffer- 
i Jos, and of that Propitiation 


; eas of the World, 1 John ii. 2. 
ts. ie can have no lt Ground to 
Þ tope for everla bing. Salvation. 


e [That, therefore, both theſe Ends 


e | night the more effectually be ob- 
d, ned, and that all Chriſtians 


U. ht of ten, in a lively Manner, 


0 fx put in Mind, and alſo, at the 
- Jane Time, be made partakers 


e. i the Merits of Chriſt's Death 


V, qud Sufferings, this ſacred Ordi- 


de ſunce was appointed by him, 

s [ih as the Commemoration of 
to Þs Paſſion, and alſo the Com- 
union of his Body and Blood. 
[lus the Apoſtle St. Paul tells 


F 2 Us, 


Iriich he thereby de for the 
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us, what three of the Evangeliſt 


hive alſo recorded,. that Th 


Lord Jeſus, the ſame Night ii 
which he was betrayed, tui 
Bread, and when he bad gien 


Thanks, he brate it, ſaying, Take 


eat, this is my Body which is bre. 


ken for you; This do in Remen-| 


brance of me. After the ſam 
Manner he took the Cup, whe 


he had ſupped, ſaying, This Ci 


is the NewTeſtament in my Blu, 
this do ye, as oft as you drinkit, 


Sinn. Pra Gans AO <7 e BB 


in Remembrance of me. For (ſay 
the Apoſtle in the fame Place) a 

often as ye eat this Bread, ani) 
arink this Cup, ye do ſhew tit 
Lord's Death till be come, 1 Ca, 


xi. 23, Cc. and the fame d. 
Paul tells us, in the fixteenti 
Verſe of the forcgoing Chapte 


that the Cup of Bleſſing which us 


bleſs, is the Communion of ti 
3 


_ Blivd 
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| of the Body of Chriſt. 
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| Blood of Chriſt; and the Bread 


the Communion 
From 
which Paſſages of Scripture it is 


which we break, 


vel obvious to collect, why this di- 


namely, 
 foſethis Ordinance was inſtituted 
and appointed. It was appoint- 
ted (as we may ſee) Firſt, to put 
us in Remembrance of the Death 


vine Inſtitution is ordinarily cal- 


led ſometimes the Lord's Sup- 


| per, and ſometimes the Holy 


Communion. 

Here, then, we have a full 
and plain Anſwer to the firſt 
Thing propoſed to be handled, 
For what End and Pwr 


and Sufferings of our Saviour 


Feſus Chriſt : The Breaking of 
the Bread being put to repreſent 


the Crucifixion of his Body, and 


the Wine his Blood, which was 
ſhed for us: And, Secondly, That 


it 
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it might be to us not only the 
Commemoration, but alſo the 


Communion of the Body and 


Blood of CH; that is to fay, 
the Means which God has or. 
dained, by the Uſe of which 


we do communicate in the Be- 


nefits of that Sacrifice which 
Chriſt offered, and in the Merits 
of that Death and Paſſion which 
he underwent in his Body, and 


by the ſhedding of his Blood 
tor us; as I have already faid 


in my former Diſcourſe. 
I come now to the ſecond 


Thing propoſed to be enquired 
into, namely, What Obligation 
lies upon every Chriſtian to come 
and receive the Holy Commu- 
nion. 
And here, in the firſt Place, 
What Obligation can be ſtronger 


than the plain and poſitive 
Command 


An 


Cor 
him 


on 


can 
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Command of our Saviour Chri/t 
bimſelf? Which he has laid up- 


[on us in as expreſs Terms as 
| that is to ſay, Eat of this Bread, 
| nembrance of him; as we may 


| quoted, 1 Cor. xi. 23, Sc. and 
that theſe Words were ever un- 
derſtood to contain in them a 


binding all Chriftians to the Ob- 
 frvation of it, moſt evidently 
| ?ppears, as well from the Con- 
| text of that Chapter (from the 
twentieth Verſe to the End) as 
\ rom the conſtant great Care 


lie and primitive Church al- 


| this Ordinance, 


can be; that we ſhould di tbrs, 
|| ond drink of this Cup, in Re- 


| ind it in the Words juſt now 


| kn& Command, perpetually 


and Concern which the apoſto- 


ways ſhewed, in the maintain- 
ing, and decent Celebration of 


But 
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But beſides the bare Authority 


of our Saviour Chrift, which 
alone is ſufficient to lay an in- 
diſpenſable Obligation upon us, 


there are ſome collateral Cir. 


cumſtances and Conſiderations, | 


which do add an extraordinary 


Weight and Force to this Com- | 


mand; as, namely, that it was 


given at that very Time when 
he, who was our beſt Friend, | 

_ greateſt Benefactor, was | 
juſt ready to die, and lay down 
his Life for our Sakes; and not 


and 


only ſo, but this Command was 
given us to be obſerved in Re- 
membrance of him, and of that 
Death which he under went for 
us. 
If a dying Friend ſhould, be- 
fore his Departure out of the 
World, make any Reque!t to 


me, which were not impoſſible | 


or 
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or unreaſonable in itſelf; I ſhould 
y | think myſelf much wanting in 
b | hat Friendſhip which I had 
15 profeſſed to him, if I ſhould 
D 

» | omit or neglect to perform it. 
* | But if this Friend had been one, 
S, | not of the common Sort, but a 
Y very great and extraordinary Be- 


= | nefator to me; and if, beyond 
48 this, he were juſt going to lay 


Ml | gown his Liſe for my Sake: 
0 And, Laftly, If his Requeſt 


were, that I would do ſomething 


225 which might be a Means to 
0 | keep me always in Remembrance þ 
2 of him, and of what he had if 
done for me: Certainly I might bs 
A | wal be accounted as one of the IF 
N \ moſt barbarous and ungrateful 1 

Wretches that ever liv'd, if I '4 
4 were not very: careful moſt 1 
c punctually to obſerve, and fulfill 

whatever ſhould thus be en- . 
le 8 

6 joined 
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joined, and laid upon me. Now 
beſide the Authority which our 


Saviour Chr: has to lay an 


Obligation upon us; we, all of 
us, ſure, muſt acknowledge, 
that he 1s our Friend, our great- 
eſt Friend, and che teſt Bene- 


factor; and that it was for our |. 
Sakes alone, that he underwent 


all his Sufferings, and yielded 


up his Life upon the Croſs, 
And fince he has made this Re- 
queſt, and left it as a Command 


unto all who ſhould believe on 


this Bread, and drink of this 
Cup, in Remembrance of him, 


and of what he had ſuffered 


for us; I would fain know, 
how any Man, who calls him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian, can poſſibly be 


excuſed from the greateſt In- | 


gratitude, as well as Diſobedi- 


ence | 
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ence, if he neglects to do what 
he thus appears to be ſo ſtrong- 
ly and doubly obliged to? And 
with what Confidence can he 
hope to be ſaved, by the Merits 
and Paſſion of Chri/t, whilſt he 
refuſes, or neglects to comme- 
morate his Death and Sufferings 
in that Manner which card 
himſelf has appointed ? 
And thus, I think, we have 
a ſufficient Anſwer to the ſecond 
Thing propoſed, namely, What 
Obligation lies upon every Chri- 
ſian, to receive the Holy Com- 
munion? We are plainly obli- 
red to do it, Ti, in Point of 
Duty; becauſe we are therennto 
expreſly commanded by Greg 
Jeſus our Saviour: And, Se- 
conaly, In Point of Gratitude; 


ä 


8 2 greateſt 


1 this Injunction Was laid 
upon us by our beſt Friend, and 
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- greateſt Benefactor, when he 


was juſt ready to lay down his 


Life for us, that it might ſerve 


as a Means to keep up in his 
Church a lively Remembrance of 
him, and of his great Love to 
us for ever. 


I proceed, then, to the third 


Thing propoſed to be handled, 


namely, How often we, all of 
us, ought to partake of the Ho- 


ly Communion. The Anſwer to 


which Queſtion, is briefly and | 


plainly this, viz, That every 


ſincere. Cbriftian is obliged to 
partake of the holy Communion | 


as often as he has Opportunity 
for it. The Truth of which 
Aſſertion, I think, will appear 


beyond all manner of Excepti- 


on, from theſe two following 

Conſiderations. 

l ſuppoſe it will eaſilybe 
granted 


Mm Anſwer 0 all Excuſes, &&. 
granted, that wholoever is an ho- 


| neſt and /incere Chriſtian, ought 
| not to let {lip any Opportunity 


that is fairly offer'd him of ex- 
preſſing his Thankfulneſs to Al- 


mighty God for that infinite Mer- 


cy vouchſafed unto Mankind, in 
our Redemption by the Death 
and Paſſion of our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour: For he that 1s 
wanting in his Thankfulneſs to 


God for ſo ineſtimable a Bene- 
| fit, thereby plainly demonſtrates, 
| that he is not thoroughly ſincere 
in his Chriſtianity, which 1n- 


diſpenſably obliges him to this 


| Duty, Now that the devout 
Participation of the Holy Com- 
munion is one very fit and pro- 
per way of expreſſing our Thanks 
and Acknowledgments to God 
for our Redemption, by the Suf- 
terings and Death of Chriſt (for 
5 
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the thankful Commemoration 


vhercot the very Ordinance 
was appointed) is 0 very plain, 
that no Man, I think, who 

wos the Authori ity of the Holy 
e and is not miſled b 
falſe, and enthuſiaſtic Noti- 
can deny, or ſo much as 
doubt of it. From whence it 
muſt needs follow, 


CONS, 


ceiving the Holy Communion, 
and yet neglects to partake of 
it, is deficient 3 in the Expreſſion 
Gt his Thanktulneſs to God; 
and conſequently i is not Gulics; 
ently fincere in that CHriſtianity 
which he profe ſſes. 

Secondly, Whoſoever has an 
Opportunity offer'd him of do- 
ing a good Act, 


Reaſon or 1 for his not do- 
is Certain! y bound and 
obliged i 


ing of it, 


that he who 
has a fair Opportunity of Re- 


and has no juſt 


1 
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obliged to do 1t, according to the 
Opportunity which is ſo offered. 
Now that to participate of the 


| Holy Communion is a good 


Act, I have already ſhewn, in 
that I have proved it to be our 


ö 1 3 N RADIO. PR 2 » / 
Duty; and that there can be 10 


ſuch Thing as a juſt Excule or 
Reaſon for not partaking of it, 


have proved at large, in my 
| former Diſcourſe; in which I 


have fully anſwered all manner 


The Conſequence, then, muſt 
be, that whoſoever has an Op- 


portunity of receiving the Ho- 
y Communion, and yet neglects 


to receive it, is molt evidently 


| euilty of a Failure in his Chr:- 
ian Duty. 


But here, perhaps, I ſhall be 
told, That ſometimes 'tis poſſi- 
ble an Opportunity for receiving 
G 4 the 


of Pretences of this Nature. 


4 
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the Holy Communion may offer 
itſelf, when a Man is not dul 
prepared for it; 
ought not to partake of it. 
which I anfwer, That he who 


is a {incere Chriſtian, ought ne- 


ver to be unprepared for this 
holy Ordinance, which will evi- 
dently appear, 

have to fan upon 
The Fourth Thing propoſed 
to be handled, namely, What 


Preparation 1s necefſ lary in order 


to the receiving of the Holy 


Communion. 

Now to this holy Ordinance 
(and, indeed, to all folemn Acts 
of Devotion) 
ration is neceſſary; Firft, a ge- 
neral, and Secondly, a particu- 
lar one. 
Preparation, 


which 


cught to be making, and is not 
the 


and therefore 


To: 


from what ] 


a twofold Prepa- | 


J call that a general 
always 
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the Work of a tew Hours only, 


but ſhould be the main Buſineſs 
| of every Man's whole Life. 
And that I call 2 particular 


Preparation, which is then 
more eſpecially to be made, 
whenever we are upon thus ap- 
proaching to God, and have a 
particular Deſign af coming, to 
bis Holy Table 
The genere 1 then 

which is neceſſary for every M an 
that would come with Accept- 


| ance to the Holy Commanion, 
{ 8 Repentance for bis paſt Sins, 
together with a virtuous and 


holy Life; in all Points agree- 


| able unto the Laws of God, (I 
mean to the beſt of his Power) 
and never Huy or habitually 
ſaying away from thoſe Rules 

and Precepts which are preſcrib- 

ed to us in ne Goſpel. For he 
Who 
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who having not repented of his || 


Sins, but living 5000 in the will. 
ful Practice of a1 y of them, or 
the #1192077 Neglect of any Duty, 
{hall oſfer to approach unto God 
in any Act of Devotion what- 


ſoever, is ſo far from doing a | 
Thing which is acceptable to 


him, that, on the contrary, God. 
has expreſs'd the g. Nenne Ab- 
horrence that well can be, unto 
all ſuch Worſhiv or Service as 
this, The Sacrifice of the Withed 
1s an Abomination 7470 tie Lor a, 
Prov. xv. 8. and avain, He that 
turnethÞ a TWRY {iS Ear FOmt hears 
ing the Law, even his Prayer 
ſpall be an Abomination, 


Texts that might be quoted to 
the ſame Purpoſe. 


we muſt ever remember what 
the Apoſtle St. James tells us, 
chap, 


XX Vill, - 


9. befides a Multitude of other 


And here 


17 7 Ter r9 art ACH cs, ® Co | 


lap. ii. 10. and what in itſelf 
io. is moſt highly rational, 
umely, that cποπτπεν 127 fall Heep 
ie whole Law, ad yet [will- 
ally! offend in any one Point, 
ind continue therein without 


; \ * 5 » 7 : 7 
lepentance) 25 g, of all: For 
according to ti:e Apoltic s rea- 


RY 4 


bning in the next Veric) ſince 
te fame God who forbids one 
in, has alio forbid all others; 
E who willully perſiſts in any 


toundation of his whole Law. 
| witl not, then, ſtand to diſ- 


jute how thoſe Words of St. 


| 
faul are to be interpreted, that 


wrthily, eateth and drinketh 
Damnation to bimjelf, 1 Cor. xi. 


ne Sin, whatever it be, plainly. 
klpites the very Authority of 
God, and thereby, as much as 
nhim lies, undermines the very 


te that eateth and drinketh un- 


29. 


KC ,, CC, 


29. but this I take to be as plain, 
both from Reaſon and Scripture, 
as ſuch a Thing can be, that 
not only he who comes to the 
Holy Communion, but who 
dares to offer up his Prayers to 
God, while he willfuly perſiſt 
in any known Sin, or the Neg. 


In Anſwer to 0 


lect of any known Duty, «| 
_ guilty of a very great Affront to 


the Divine Majeſty. To come 
to the Marriage-Feaſt without x 
Wedding-garment,was reſented as 
a high Contempt of theKing who 
made the Invitation, Mat. xxi, 
12, 13. And to bow the Knee to 


Chriſt, and cry Hail, King f 


the Jews! at the ſame Time 


when they it on him, and ſmit: 


him on the Head, was nothing 


but a redoubling of their Mz- 
kery, Mat. xxvii, 29, 30. Andl 
appeal to the common Senſe of 

every 


hn Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c, 


[ery Man, whether he is not 


wilty of the very fame Sort of 
Tatife towards Almighty God, 
tho bends his Knees, or ſhews 
utward Signs of Reverence to 
im in Prayers, or at the Holy 
Cmmunion, while his Heart 
nd Affections are not truly bent 


v ſerve and obey him in all his 


ions; but he, on the contra- 


, lives in an habitual Violation 
i his Laws, and a continued 
Contempt of his Power and Au- 


* | hority ? 


But beſides this, which I call 


i general Preparation, there is 
lo a more particular Prepara- 
tun, which is very proper, and 
ndinarily neceſſary in order to 
tie Reception of the Holy Com- 
nunion, which the Apoſtle St. 
Paul tells us is Self-Examina- 
ton; Let a Man examine him- 


elf 
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ſelf, and ſ let him eat of thy 


Bread, and drink of that Cap 


fays he, 1 Cor. xi. 28. that is, ! 


other Terms, that een. 


Man deſigns to preſent himſel 
at God's Holy Table he ought, 
before-hand, ſeriouſly to call 


himſelf to an Account, whether 
or no he be ſo qualified, as to be 
acceptable to God when he come | 
there; that is to ſay, whether t 


no he really and truly has that 
general Pre bparation, of which 
I have been juſt now ipeaking, 


and without which he ought 
not to come. For if fuch a 


Enquiry as this be not often, 
and carefully ma- de, the Filth 
and Pollution of Sin will, by 
little and little, in a Manner, 
almoſt inſenſibly cleave again t0 
our Souls, till, by Degrees, ii 
deſtroys, and takes away that 


3 general 


tn Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
general Preparation which 
weht always to be kept, and 
maintained by us. Whilſt we 
bmetimes . //umber, or ſleep, 


[our Lamps will be apt to burn 


im ; and therefore muſt be 


| new frimmed, at our going out 


to meet the Bridegroom, Mat. 


uv. 5, 6, 7. and when we have 


put on the Vedding-Garment, 


Mat. xxii. 12. it is yet very fit, 


- 


| that as often as we come to the 


Marriage-Feaſt, we ſhould exa- 
nine, and take a caretul View 
have contracted ſome Spot or 
Defilement. 

But here, perhaps, it will be 
demanded, ls this all the Pre- 


| paration that is neceſſary to the 


receiving of the Holy Commu- 


non; that a Man ſhould lead a 


ſirtuous and Chri/tion Life, 
and 


of our Dreſs, for fear it ſhould 


ef 
+ 
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and not be conſcious to himſelf 
(upon the Examination of his 
Conſcience) that he continues in 
any unrepented Sin? Is it not 


abſolutely neceſſary, that upon 


every ſuch Occaſion as this, he 
ſhould run through the whole 


Catalogue of Sins, and examine | 


himſelf particularly upon every 


one of them, with all their Cir. 


cumſtances and Agegravations? 
And ought not he allo, for ſome 


Days before-hand, to ſequeſter 


_ himſelf from all worldly Bufi- 
neſs whatſoever, and to ſpend 
his Time only in Prayer, Me- 


ditation, Reading, and ſuch like 


Acts of Devotion ? 
That honeſt and lawful Bu- 


{fineſs is never to be reckoned as 


a Hindrance from the Holy 


Communion, I have ſhewn in 


my former Diſcourſe, And to 
a” the 


| anſwer, That ſuch a ſtrict 
and particular Examination of 
our Conſcience is undoubtedly 
ſometimes the Duty of every 
Man: For except we thus /earch 


ond try cur Wavs, that we may 
| clearly diſcern wherein we have 


gone aſtray, we thall not be 
able to furn again to the Lord, 
as we ought to do, Lam. iii. 40. 
nor do I think, that any Time 


can be more proper and conve- 


nient for this, than when we 
are about to approach unto God's 


Table, that ſome ſuitable Prayers, 


and proper Meditations alſo, 
ought to be uſed upon ſuch an 
Occaſion as this, (as, indeed, 


upon every particular Occaſion 


whatſoever that is of any con- 


| fiderable Moment) every Man's 


own Reaſon mult tell him, is a 
H Part 
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the reſt of what is here uroed, 


An Anfeer to all Excuſes, &e, 


Part of his Chrifiien Duty, |; 


But that every Time he receives 


the Holy Communion, he ſhould | 


thus nicely examine himſelf, if 
here be not ſome other parti. 
cular Reaſon for it; and that 
ſo much Time extraordinary 
ſhould always before-hand be 
ſpent in Prayer and Meditation, 
more than at other Seaſons, is 
what I can find no Argument, 


either from Reaſon, or Scrip- 


ture, to prove neceſſary. It is 


beyond Diſpute that the primi- 


tive Chriſtians did every Lords 


Day (if not oftener) receive the 
Holy Communion ; and if they 
had thought themſelves obliged 


to ſpend ſo much Time always | 


in particular Preparation, as 
forme Men feem to think neceſ- 
ſary; it would ſcarce have been 
poſſible for them to * 

Ul- 
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Thyficient Leiſure from their De- 


tions, to have followed the 
Bufineſs of their Callings, to 
wt a Live lihcod for themſelves 


nd their Families; and thoſe. 


atraordinary long Ererciſe 2 
frayer, Reading "and Medita- 


187 
bon, which ſome do require, 


h way of Preparation to this 


3 as they do affright 


nd keep away many from it, 
who find that they are not well 


idle to go through with them; 


lo is the Performance of them 
fich a tireſome Thing to others, 
that it often makes them heavy, 


d unapt even for their ordi- 


ty Devotions, for ſome Time 
ſer they have received the Holy 
Communion. And therefore, 
lor the Reader's better Satis- 
i and Direction, I have, 


t the End of this Diſcourſe, 


NH 2 ſet 


F . 
i 
4 
* 
i 

3 

x 
7 
[3 


} 
q 
F - ; 
oh 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


ſet down a few ſhort Rules how 
we ought always to prepare out. 


ſelves for the receiving of it, 
I come now to the laſt Thins 


namely, how we ought to be. 
have ourſelves, both at, and af- 


ter the Holy Communion; 
in which the very Nature and 


Defign of the Ordinance itſelf 


propoſed to be touched on | 


— . r 3 — — 8 3 (>; 


k. 


will be a moſt plain and ceny 


Direction to us, For ſince the 


Intent of it is not only a ſolemn} 


and perpetual Commemoration 


of the Death of Chriſt, but ao 


the Communion or Particip- 


tion of the Merits of his Paſhon, 
(as I have already ſhewn) it wil 
follow, Firſt, That at this Of 
ace we ought to behave our 
ſelves with a ſuitable Seriout 
neſs, Attention, and Reverenct 


And Secondly, That after it | 


 ougit 
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ought to return moſt humble 
T hanks to Almighty God, for 


the great Benefits which he is 
pleaſed to vouchſate unto us by 
it. For our. more particular 
Direction wherein, I have to 
this Diſcourſe ſubjoined ſome 
| ſhort Rules, Prayers, 
ditations, which I take to be 


and Me- 


proper to the Occaſion, and, I 


hope, may prove uſeful to thoſe 
of an ordinary 
whom this ſmall Work is chief- 
there- 
fore, I refer the Reader, with- 


Capacity, for 
ly deſigned, to which, 


out adding here any more upon 
this Point. 
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BRIEF RULES 


For Preparation for the 


HOLY COMMUNION. 


And BEenaviouk both at, and 
after it; with ſhort PRayrss 


and MryiTaTl1ons ſuitable 


to that Occaſion. 
Of general Preparation. 


E that would maintain and 

keep himſelf in a conſtant 
general Preparation tor the Holy 
Communion, fo as always to be 
fit, upon the ſhorteſt Notice, to 
partake of it, (which certainly 
every Chriſtian ought ever to en- 


nm 
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| in the Obſervation of theſe fol- 
lowing Rules. 


1. He mult be diligent in his 


Endeavours to know and under- 


ſtand all the ſeveral Parts and 


Branches of his Duty to God, to 


all other Men, and to himſelf; 
for which End, he muſt be 


careful to make the beſt Uſe he 
can of all thoſe Means of Inſtruct- 


ion and Knowledge which God 


has put into his Power; ſuch as 
reading the Holy Scriptures, and 


other good Books, or hearing 
them od, attending upon the 
pablick Offices of Preaching, 
rs. and the like, Prov. 
. John v. 39. 2 Tim. ili. Fg. 
7555 X111, 17. 
2. He muſt, upon all Occaſi- 


ons, be :nduftricas and zealous 


in the avoiding every Sin, and 
the Practice and Performance 


of 
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of every Duty according to his 


Ability and Opportunity for the 


ſame, Tit. ii. 11, — 14. Mat vii, 


21. Luke x11, 47, 
. He muſt very often think, 


„ and meditate upon his Ways 

and all his particular Practices, 
and examine whether or no they 
are agreeable to the Rules of his 
Duty; that whereſoever he find 


he has been deficient, or done 


amiſs, he may take the better 


Care to rectify and amend it, for 


the Time to come, P/al, iv, 4. 


and cxix. 59, Lam. iii. 40. 


For which End and Purpoſe, 


I recommend this following eaſy, 
but very profitable Taſk, which 
I would have every Man con- 
ſtantly to impoſe upon himſelf; 


namely, two or three Times, in 


the Courſe of each Day, to carry 


a Thoughts back, and ſeri- 
oully 
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' ouſly to conſider what he has 


that Day been doing, and how 
he has ſpent his Time, from 
the very Minute that he firſt 
awaked from Sleep. As for 


Example; When firſt I awak'd, 
did I think upon God, and re- 


commend myſelf to his Almigh- 
ty Care and Protection? Or did 
not worldly, or, it may be, ſinful 
Thoughts, firſt take Poſſeſſion 


of my Heart? Again, I was late 


ſy in ſuch or ſuch Company; how, 
and after what Manner did I 
behave myſelf? Were all my- 
Words and Actions innocent, 
modeſt, and decent? Did 1 give 


no Offence to God, or Scandal 


to tne World, by yp Thing 
which there J either ſaid or dil? 
Cc. Such Queſtions as Thele if 
we 0 conſt antly and ſeriouſ- 
ly put home to our Conſciences, 
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while Things remain 77/5 in our 
Memories, it is evident what a 
mighty Influence it would have 
upon us, to reſtrain us from Evil, 
and excite us to do that which! 18 


Good. 
Of particular Preparation. 


I. Whenever Notice 1s given 
of the Celebration of the Holy 
Communion, letevery fincereand 
devout Chriſtian immediately 
reſolve, by no Means to mils 

that Opportunity of commemo- 

rating the Sufferings, and com- 
municating in the Merits of his 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 

II. And in the midit of all 
his Buſineſs, (in the mean Time) 
let him very often call to Mind, 
that ſuch a Day he muſt not be 
abſent from God's Holy Table, 


and therefore muſt be very care- 
= 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
ful not to do any Thing which 


may render him unfit for it. 

III. At ſome Scaſons it is very 
neceſſary that every Man ſhould 
ſet a little Time apart for the 


more ſtrict and particular Ex- 
amination of his Conſcience; for 
which End and Purpoſe, I 
earneſtly recommend that Cata- 
logue of S Sins WHICH is drawnupat 
the End of that excellent Book, 


The whole Duty of Man, which 1 
would have every Man very 
diſtind l/ to go over; and upon 
erery Particular to olle his 


Actions, and afk his Conſcience, 
Have I been ge ilty of this? 
IV. But r a Man very 
often receives the Holy Com- 
munion, and never miſſes any 
Opportunity for it; I do not 
conceive that fach a particular 
Examination is every Time ab- 


1 a totutely 
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ſolutely neceſſary; nor have all 


Men, at all Times, Leiſure e- 


nough forit. But however, or- 
dinarily, I think no Man ought 
to receive the Holy Commu- 
nion without ſome previous Ex. 
amination of himſelf. For the 
more eaſy and regular Perform- 
ance of which, I would have 


it remembered, that the whole 


Duty of a Chri/?:an is reducible 


to theſe three Heads, Mat. xxii. 


37, Cc. 


1 love God | in the hich- | 


eſt Degree. 
2. Sincerely (and not cor- 

ruptly, or ſenſually) to love 

himſelf. 

2. To love every Man, with 

the ſame Sort of Love 


(tho' not in the ſame De- 


gree) as he loves himſelf. 


V. Every Time, then, that a 


Man 


G VOY YT % all ws "TROY CY 
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Man receives the Holy Com- 

munion, I would have him, 

before-hand, ſeriouſly to put, 

at leaſt, theſe three Queſtion; 

home to his Conſcience, 

1. Do really and truly love 
God above all Things: 


And do I effectually ſhew 
this my Love, by a due 


Honour and Reſpect to 
him in all my Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions? 


2, Have I a fincere and up- 


right Love for myſelf? 
That is, Do ] love my Soul 
better than my Body? And 


am I more heartily con- 


cerned to ſecure my ever- 


laſting Happineſs in the 


World to come. than to 
compaſs my Pleaſure or 


Profit in this Life? 


1 3 2. Have 
| ( 


An Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c 
3. Have I a real and ſincere 
Love lor all Mankind, 
without Exception? And 

do I effectually thew this 

my Love, by hurting no 
Man, by Word or Deed, 


5 I can potitbly avoid 


and by being ready to 


do Good to every Man 
whatſoever, in all W ays, 
and upon all Oc cafions, 
wherever I have Abl 
and Opportunity: 


And if theſe three 1 1 


are but ſerzoufly meditated upon 
far a little Time, there is ſcarce 
any Sin that a Man has bcen 
guilty of, but they will point it 
out to him. 


VI. When a Man, by the 


Examination of his Conſcience, 
has ſet his Sins full in his View, 
then let him inſert into his or- 

dinary 


44 Wer 750 0 


In NC. 
dinary Devot ions, this, or ſome 
ſuch like Confellion of them to 
God. 
| () Mitt gracious God ! thy 
unworthy Creature, here 
| humbly n e ge my Siiis be— 
fore thee. Ard bel:d des Efe 
which I have now recoli:&ed, I 
cannot but own, that I ie under 
the Guilt of many more Tranf- 
greſions, aitho' 1 am not able 
ty recount, on remember tbem. 
Nor can J deny, but that 
| 1 bave committed many Sins, 
even contrary to the Motions of 
thy Grace, and the Light and 
Conviction of my own "Cunſci- 
ence; and therefore do moſt 
22 deſerve the Her erity of thy 
| Wrath and Indignation againſt 
ne. But, Lond I fly unto thee 
for Mercy ; ; for the Sake of 
Chrijt Teſus, our bleſſed Re- 


I 4 _ aeemer, 


xcufes, 
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deemer, be merciful to me in the 
Pardon of all ; Saas, known 
and unknown; end jo guide and 
aljilt Me, by thy good Gr ace, that, 
Jr the 1: 75 4 
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&70W. in 
"008 be Zealous of god 

maintain a Conſe 
word of Hence towards 
God, and towards Men; through 


Yeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


„ . 24 


Amen. 


To which let him add this | 
ſhort Prayer: 


7 SF merciful God, 


haſt given thine ou. y SG 


Feſus Chrift to die for our Sins 
Grant me thy Grace, I humbly 
bejeech thee, that I may neve 
gr unmindfutl, 


TY og 
benefit 


* . ” 5 I | | 

but alwas truly 
Ls 1 Fs „ 
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Benefit wou 4 unto me by 
þ1s Death and & fe rige; and 

6 fit and prepare me, 6 Lond 


; the Aſſiſtance of thy Hely Spi- 


| rift, that both at this, a 1d fl 
ther Times, I may be rightly © 


cuolified IG COUNT! TR te the 


Poſion & of my ble d Redeemer, 


| in that Fisly Ordinance which 


le bas appointed; and alſo there- 


for all Mankind, through the 
ſame Jeſus Chriſe our "Lord. 


1 Amen, 


Holy Communion, 


1. At the Holy Communion, 
nd at all other Times in the 
w orſhip of God, let every Man 
rive, as much as he can, to 


keep 


h effect Fually 10 partake of that 
Redemption a zE/1ch he has rot gh he 


| Of Behaviour at, and after the 


11. 77 en: V 
5 . 


keep his Mind intent and fix'g 
upon what he is about, and to 
lay aſide not only all wicked 
Thoughts, but alſo all fuch ag 


are impertinent to the preſent 
105 Lulineſs. 


2. Let him alſo take Care to 
behave himſelf with that out- 
ward Decency, and Compoſed- 
neſs, as may be a tufhcient To- 
ken of that inward Devotion 


and Reverence which he bears 


in his Heart, without gazing 
about, or any way unneceſlarily 
moving his Body, or  whiſper- 
ing to any one that is near him, 
or the like. | 

3. While the Service is per- 


forming let him all along join 


with the Miniſter and Congre- 
gation, with his Heart and 


Thoughts lifted up to God; and 


with ls: Tongue too, vu | 
the 


Ty cer 0 A 


bread, let him offer up this, 
228 * 
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the Liturgy requires that any 
Thing ſhould be ipo:. 1 aloud 
y the People; as in ie Reſ- 


jonles, he Confefſion, the 


Lord's Prayer, and the Doxolo- 
CY. 


4. But let hi m take Care, 


himſelf in ſuch a Manner, as 


if he had a Mind to be taken 
Notice of for a Perſon of extra- 
[ordinary Devotion. For which 


Raſon, whatever private Prayers 
or Meditations, he may have to 


kt not his Voice be heard, but 


hen the publick Office requires 


* 
& 
When be has received the 


likewiſe, to avoid all manner of 
Affectation, and not to behave 


aer to God, let him put them 
up in his Thoughts alone, and 


arge 
— — 


* ren _ * e — , 2 


in Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 
or ſome ſuch ſhort Ejaculation 


to God: 1 


0 good God! grant that by the 
Sufferings of my dear Saviour, 
IWho Was Cr ucified for me, I may 
eſcape eternal Sufferings, and 
be made Partaker of everlaſting 


Glory. | ied 


And when he has received the | 
Cup, let him in his Heart thus 
tav: 

Pl 


WO gracious God ! grant % 
by the ſhedding of the Blood f 
thy dear Son, I may obtain the 


Remi ſion of a all my Sins. 


"MY 

6. While the Boon and Wine 
are diſt: ibuting to the reſt of the 
Congregation, let him entertain 


himſelf 


lined ; 


[hr Anſwer to all Excuſes, &c. 


wmſclf with ſuch ſort of Me- 


litations and Prayers as theſe. 


1, Let him again bethink 
zmſelf what thoſe Sins are, to 
thich he has been moſt in- 
and Jet him, 
eſence of God, ſeriouſly and 
tedfaftly renew his Reſolutions 


If being careful to abſtain from 


em for the Time to come. 
2. Let him alſo conſider, 

chat Opportunities he ordin ari- 

has for the doing of any good 


Works, and let him ſtedfaſtly 


urpoſe, ever hereaſter to be 
„ faligent in making uſe of 


Ithem. 


3. And let him hereunto add 
[tic allowing ſhort Prayer: 


I rciful God, affift me with 
thy Grace and Holy Spirit, 
[that I may alrays keep 7070 
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and good Reſoluting| 


which thou haſt enabled me t 
make; that 1 may never return 


to any of my former Sins, bu 
ever hereafter ſerve thee faith. 


Fully in the conſlant Practice g 0 


Virtue and Religion, through 


Feſus Chrijt our Lord. Amen, 


4. And here let him expreſs 


his Charity, by putting up 2 
Prayer for "al Mankind, in — 


Or the like F orm: 


Bi R D, Fit be thy gracious 


Will, extend thy mercy and] 
Compaſſion unto all Mankind 


Enlighten the Minds of tboſ 
that are ignorant, and move the 
IWills of thaje that are obſtinate, 
that they may all receive thy 
795 Trutb, and OY live 

ö n the Practice 7 it, Pardm 


| 


all 


&e, 


ion 
1e th 
'turn 

but 
aith. 
ce of 


gg 


men. 


preſs 


up 4 


this | ; 
_ of the Holy Scripture, 


och Time as the Miniſter is 


C1015 
And 
hind, 
theſe 
e the 
nate, 
- thy 

live 
don 


all 
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all my Enemies, O Lord, and 
bring Bag, and all of us all the 
World over, to true Repentance, 
that Wwe may all live Holily and 
nighteouſly he re, and may, in the 
(| Bud, be happy with thee here- 
after 3 th TD FEM s$ Cor 77 OUT 
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. And then let him entertain 
himſelf with reading and medi- 
ating upon ſome ſelect Portions 
until 


ready to proceed with the pub- 
lick Office. 1 need not here 
tranſcribe any particular Texts 
but will leave every Man to 
make Choice of fuch as are moſt 
wreeable to him; only, if he 
x at a Loſs, let bi m read the 
Hundred and Nineteenth Pſalm, 
where he ſhall caſily find pro- 
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per Matter enough to employ 


his devouteſt Thoughts upon 


this Occaſion. 


6. When the Service is end. 


ed, and the Congregation dif. 


miſſed, let him depart to his 
Home, or Place of Abode, and 
as ſoon as he has a convenient 
Opportunity of retiring into 


{ome private Place, let him firſt 


look back, and conſider whe- 
ther or no, in the Performance 


5 of this holy Office, which he 


has ſo lately been at, he has be- 


haved himſelf in all Things 
as he ought to have done; and 
if he finds that he has been any 


Way ſhort, or defective therein, 
let him reſolve to take a better 
Care for the Time to come. 


7. And then let him conclude 


with this, or the like Prayer: 


LORD 


&.._. Ss» T. OS - Th. - tn. A , 
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ORD, I defire to return 
Thanks to thee, for all thy Blej- 
rel which thou haſt vouchſa- 
| boly Name. for that Opportu- 


nity which thou haſt this Day 
given me of commemorating the 


of bis Merits in the Partici.- 
pation of that Holy Ordinance 


Defects which I have been gucl- 
| GC 


ty of in the Performance of that 


| greaf Duty. And afjiſt me with. 


thy Grace, 1 befeect thee, tbat 

in the <obole Cor rſe of my Life 

[ — ever be careful to fulſit 
K 


and 


2 my : moſt humble and hearty 
fings, both ſpiritual and ten 


| fed to me. Alt this Time, par- 
l J praiſe and bleſs thy 


Death and Paſjion of my bleſſed 
| Redeemer, and alſo of partaking 


which he has appointed, Lord, 
pardon all the Weakneſſes and 
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and per] rm TOP LVgns and 
1 has Ve Made 
to thee, through 52 Chrift cur 


| Lord. Amen. 


8. And, laſt of all, Let him 


never, as long as he lives, be 


forgetful of what he bas thought, 
and ſaid, and done, both be- 
fore, and 2 at the Holy Cormu- 


nion: But let the Remembrance 


of it be a conſtant Reſtraint up- 


on him from all manner of Wie- 
kedneſs; and let him, upon the 
Aſſault of any Temptation, thus 


bethink himſelf: 


At ſuch a Tims received 


the Holy Communion, and then 
T ferioufly r. ol ved, and ſolemnly 
promiſed to Almighty Ged, that 


1 would heartily endeavour, in 


tian. 


all Points, to live like a Chriſ- 


1 
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ian. Shall I then, upon 4 
fecount, cheat, lie, curſe, fiwear 
talk profanc'y, „ objcencly, CF 


the like? No, God forbid 9 4 


llave engaged myſelf to God ts be 


anther 0 of a Man; and hat 
an I expect, but 72 rath and. 


ladignation from him, if Endo- 
50 and wilfully 1 ſhould vio· 
lle thoſe Promiſes which 1 0 


4 leliberately and feedfaſtly made 


bin? 


THE END. 
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